
Prerequisite for the Blessing of God

Zechariah 1:1-6


Today we begin a study of The Visions and Prophecies of Zechariah the Prophet. In our first 
six studies we will look at his visions in the first six chapters.


	 The book of Zechariah is a neglected, very special book of the Bible. One of my well 
known past professors of Dallas Seminary, Dr Merrill Unger in his commentary on Zechariah 
writes, “No where else in the Old Testament is there such a concentrated and rich revelation of 
messianic prophecy.” 


The great Martin Luther whom God used to bring about the Protestant Reformation starting in 
1517 A. D. called Zechariah, “the quintessence of Old Testament prophets.” Zechariah will 
point us to Jesus and give special focus to end times. There are reasons to believe that we are 
fast approaching the end times. Zechariah can help us get ready.


	 One reason the book is neglected is that some think it is futile to try to understand the 
meaning of the eight visions given to Zechariah. Some have said it is not possible to 
understand them. These eight visions were all given to Zechariah in one night. I’m confident we 
will be able to understand them as we look together at them. One reason we can understand 
them is that we have the entire Bible. The word of God all fits together and will throw light on 
these visions helping us to understand them. And remember Jesus promised that the Holy 
Spirit will guide us into all truth and would tell us things to come. The book of Zechariah is all 
about things to come.  We are not going to look at these visions to be baffled, but rather to 
benefit. Toward that end in the first six verses introduction Zechariah sets forth “The 
Prerequisite for the Blessing of God.” He is going to tell us how our lives can be blessed of 
God but, placing these verses at the beginning just before he gives his first vision, he is also 
identifying how we can be blessed by his visions and prophecies.


	 So today we begin with Zechariah 1:1-6 “The Prerequisite For the Blessing of God.” You 
will be easily find the book of Zechariah. All you have to do is go to the last book of the Old 
Testament, the book of Malachi and flip back to the previous Bible book and there you will find 
Zechariah. Please turn in your Bible to these first six verses in the Book of Zechariah chapter 1.


First let’s look at:


THE SETTING: I’m using the New King James version; you can use whatever version you 
have. 

	 In the eighth month of the second year of Darius, the word of the LORD came to 
Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet, saying…. 

There are important prophetic dates to know in association with this text:


605 B. C.  General Nebuchadnezzar as the Babylonian Empire (modern day Iraq) is forming 
invades Jerusalem. He carries off into captivity some of the young men of Israel including 
young Daniel, to prepare them to lead their people, the Jews, when he carries the rest into 
captivity to Babylon.  This begins “The Times of the Gentiles.” Jesus said, “Jerusalem shall be 
trampled by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.” (Luke 21:24) The 
Times of the Gentiles continue until Jesus returns to the earth.

586 B. C. King Nebuchadnezzar’s army again attacks Jerusalem, this time destroying the city 
and the holy Temple slaughtering many and carrying the rest into captivity in Babylon.




539 B.C. King Cyrus of the Persians (modern day Iran) destroys the city of Babylon and 
conquers the Babylonian Empire.

538 B. C. King Cyrus gives permission for the Jews to return from Babylon to Israel. A 50,000 
remnant returns to Jerusalem. 

520 B. C. King Darius who had succeeded King Cyrus in 522 B. C. is in the second year of his 
reign as the Book of Zechariah opens.


There are two key prophets who ministered during this time:


1) Aging Haggai who had seen the first temple before Nebuchadnezzar had it destroyed and 
was now exhorting the remnant to put God first and rebuild the city and temple.


2) Young Zechariah who is encouraging this remnant with his visions & prophecies.


	 As the book of Zechariah opens King Darius has succeeded King Cyrus. Only 50,000 
Jews had returned to the holy land so far. We know then since it is the second year of Darius’ 
reign, the year is 520 B. C. This remnant had returned with plans to rebuild the Jewish temple 
and the city of Jerusalem. They had started, but as opposition developed the remnant got 
discouraged and turned to simply building their own homes.


	 God sent these two prophets to stir them up and get them going on their grand 
purpose. The first prophet was aging Haggai. As the old prophet finishes his ministry he 
exhorts the people to ‘consider your ways,’ and get back to this grand purpose of rebuilding 
the temple and the city of Jerusalem and its walls. 


	 The second prophet was, in contrast, a very young Zechariah (see chapter 2 verse 4). 
The young prophet’s mission was supplementary to Haggai. Haggai sought to exhort them to 
put God first and do the work they had come to do. It is the ministry of the young prophet 
Zechariah to encourage them to this great task. Along the way God intends to encourage us 
also thru Zechariah. But before Zechariah begins his ministry sharing his encouraging visions, 
God leads him, like Haggai, to introduce this great book of visions and prophecies exhorting 
preparation. These first six verses both speak to Zechariah’s day as well as presenting to us in 
our day the prerequisite for God’s blessing. They are placed in the first six verses of Zechariah, 
to prepare them for the visions and to prepare us so that we can be blessed by them.


A word of Application:


The remnant had gotten discouraged and had given up on rebuilding the temple and the city of 
Jerusalem after facing opposition. They had become selfish with God as they concentrating on 
building their own houses.  Is there anything in your life that has you in spiritual decline?

Has someone or ones opposed you or spoken against you and let you down and you have 
sagged in your spiritual devotion? Have you become selfish with God looking out only for 
yourself instead of investing in the work of God?  Have you allowed temptation to take over 
and cause you to follow the Lord afar off? Perhaps we all need to be reminded of the 
Prerequisite for the Blessing of God.


So moving next from the setting let’s note next:


THE SITUATION: verse 2, The LORD has been very angry with your Fathers. 

	 They certainly wouldn’t argue with that. Isaiah, Jeremiah, and other prophets had 
warned their Fathers that God was going to severely punish them if they did not turn from their 
idolatry and back to their Fathers: Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. They never repented and turned 



back to the living God. Thus the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple, the slaughter of 
many and most of the rest were carried into Babylonian captivity. 

	 So when Zechariah says to the remnant, “God was very angry with your Fathers,” they 
no doubt responded, “I’ll say He was!”


*Application for Today:  We’re in a day when we have modified God to make Him easier to 
tolerate. We are comfortable with the love of God. We’d just as soon deemphasize the justice 
and holiness of God. Some famous preachers like to say that God is working your side of the 
street and all you need to do is name and claim His blessings because He is looking out for 
you. Others proclaim the love of God and do not want to discuss sin our judgment. They even 
excuse not proclaiming the whole counsel of God by saying their calling is only to emphasize 
the positive. 

	 The truth is you cannot really understand and appreciate the love of God until you 
realize the Bible teaches not only that “God is love,” but that “God is light and in Him is no 
darkness at all.” God is intensely holy. He is severe in punishment of sin, punishment that for 
many will turn out to be forever. Understanding the character of God can lead us to conviction 
of our sin that will lead us to flee to the mercy and love of God to be found in Christ.


	 “The Lord has been very angry with your Fathers,” young Zechariah pronounces. The 
people heard and pondered how some of their Fathers had been slain in Jerusalem, others had 
been carried off into captivity and most died under the judgment of God.


That leads us next to:


SALVATION and/or SANCTIFICATION: Verse 3 Therefore say to them, thus says the LORD 
of hosts: “Return to Me” says the LORD of hosts, “and I will return to you,” says the 
LORD of hosts. 

The 50,000 remnant had returned to Jerusalem physically; now they needed to return 
spiritually. For many it was a matter of turning, coming to a real relationship with God. All of us 
need to know that individually we must turn to God. We see our sin, we face up to the holiness 
of God. We turn to the forgiveness of God that we find thru His Son. Later Zechariah will write 
of Jesus’ cross in his prophecies. Some of them needed to turn to God seeking a real 
relationship with God.


 	 For others it was a returning to that relationship after having gotten discouraged and 
selfish. They had enough faith to leave for the holy land of promise while the majority stayed 
having gotten comfortable in Babylon. They had faced the challenge but now had forgotten the 
challenge. They needed to hear Zechariah proclaim from God, “Return to Me,” says the LORD 
of hosts, “and I will return to you.”


Application for Today: How would you size up your need? Do you need to turn to God for 
salvation? Do you need to turn to Him in recommitment? Do you need to draw closer to God?

Hear His invitation, “Return to Me,” says the LORD of Hosts, “and I will return to you.”

James says something similar in speaking from God, “Draw near to God and He will draw near 
to you.” Every step you take toward God, God will take a step toward you.”


	 The Prerequisite for the blessing of God is to be right with God in fellowship with Him. 
There is no other way to have all that God wants for you, to accomplish all you would like to do 
for Him. 


In the context there is a second application: Zechariah is giving us this challenge immediately 
before he give his first two visions in the rest of chapter one. The prophet and God are letting 



us know that if we wish to profit and be blessed by these visions we do well to draw close to 
God. His call for us as we begin is, “Turn to Me and I will turn to you.”


That brings us to:


SOLEMNITY: Verse 4 exhorts, Do not be like your fathers, to whom the former prophets 
preached, saying, Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Turn now from your evil ways and your 
evil deeds,” but they did not heed me says the Lord of hosts.


	 We tend to be like our Fathers and for that matter also like our Mothers. I remember 
going back to a relative reunion in Michigan for a wedding after being away from Michigan for 
many years in ministry. I overheard a cousin saying to others about me, “He looks just like 
Garnett.” Now that I had matured as an adult he said to them, I looked just like my Father. 


	 We tend to pick up some of the appearance of our Fathers and for that matter our 
mothers. We also pick up some of their characteristics. Once Ellen said to me, “You are like 
your Father.” She was not praising me then. I was inconsiderate to her at the time and she 
noted when my Father had been that way to my Mother. For good or bad we tend to be like our 
Fathers. 


Application for Today:


Fathers and Mothers we want to so live and be the kind of person that God could say our 
children, “Be like your Father. Be like your Mother. How sad if God would say to our children 
“Be not like your Father.”   It is the natural tendency of our children to become like their 
parents. How good if we can set the example of being the kind of person we want our children 
to become.


I’ve notice my sons have taken on some of my same delights. Beginning with my childhood in 
Michigan I have been a Detroit Tigers and Detroit Lions fans. I’ve followed the team in times of 
championship and times of cellar dwelling. Even though having not grown up in Michigan both 
my sons Steven and David are fans of my teams. Our children tend to follow us.


Our challenge is to be the kind of people we want our children to become. We would not want 
God to say, “Don’t be like your Father or Mother.” Rather how good if God could say to our 
children, “Be like your Father and Mother.”


I noticed about Tim’s family what a legacy!  He has Father and Grandfather and Mother and 
Grandmother down in his family line who have been noted servants of our Lord. I’ve also 
known both Tim and Angela Mills including before they ever were engaged. Both serving God 
in their youth, Angela Mills was spiritually committed in High School and involved in the 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes. And now their son Kenneth and their daughter Hannah moving 
toward adulthood as servants of Christ.


There is hardly anything more important than trying to be what we want our children to 
become. How sad that God says to the people thru Zechariah, “Do not be like your Fathers.” 
God called on them to repent and turn to Him. Sadly God says their response was, “They did 
hear me, nor heed Me,” says the LORD. 


That leads us to a:


SECOND SOLEMNITY v 5 Your fathers, where are they? And the prophets, do they live 
forever?  



They could easily answer that. Their fathers had passed off the scene; they died under the 
judgment of God.  


Isaiah had exhorted their Fathers, Seek the Lord while He may be found, Call upon Him 
while He is near. Let the wicked forsake his way and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 
Let him return to the LORD and He will have mercy on him; And to our God, For He will 
abundantly pardon.


But they died under the judgment of God.


Application: the time to turn to God is that very moment God is calling you to Him by the Holy 
Spirit. They did not hear nor heed God and now it was too late.


There is a second application, the brevity of life. Not only  were their Fathers off the scene but 
so were the prophets like Isaiah, Jeremiah and others who ministered to them. Hence the 
further question, and the prophets, do they live forever?”  I wonder if Zechariah said to 
himself even as he proclaimed this word of God to them, “Yes, these prophets are gone too; I 
must take every opportunity to serve God. I may be young now, but one day I’ll be gone also.” 
And yes, he is gone too.


James asks this question, For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little 
time and then vanishes away.  (James 4:14)


You may be grilling outside on a charcoal grill. Smoke goes up into the air briefly and then it is 
gone. Or if it is winter you may breath in the cold winter and you see your breath for a moment 
and then it is gone. So quickly in comparison to eternity your life will be gone.


Psalm 103 is a great Psalm that talks about God’s mercy toward us as high as the heavens are 
above the earth, how that he removes are sins as far as the East is from the West when we turn 
to Him, that God pities us (shows His compassion towards us) as a Father does His children. 
God is so merciful toward us in grace when we turn to Him in repentance and then the Psalm 
gives a reason, For He knows our frame; He remembers that we are dust. As for man his 
days are like grass; As a flower of the field, so he flourishes. For the wind passes over it 
and it is gone. And its place remembers it no more. But the stedfast love of the LORD is 
from everlasting to everlasting on this who fear Him and His righteousness to children’s 
children.  (Psalm 103: 11-17)  What a great reason to take advantage of our brief time to turn 
to our great and holy God for His grace and mercy thru Jesus. 


But their Fathers did not and lived and died without the blessing of God.


Finally that brings us to the CONCLUSION: 

First God concludes v. 6 Yet surely My words and My statutes, which I commanded My 
servants the prophets, Did they not overtake your Fathers?  And they concur concluding 
the word of God proclaimed to their Fathers came to pass, Just as the LORD of hosts 
determined to do to us, According to our ways and according to our deeds, so He has 
dealt with us.”  
*APPLICATION FOR TODAY: You can have great confidence in the book of Zechariah & all the 
Bible. “the word of the LORD came to Zechariah.” v. 1. Zechariah is the human author, but 
God is the divine author. All thru these first six verses God keeps saying He is speaking thru 
Zechariah. Note v. 3 :thus says the LORD of hosts…says the LORD of hosts.” Verse 4 



“Thus says the Lord of hosts:… says the LORD.”   Verse 6 “My words and my statutes.” 
Then later in v. 6 the people confirm the truth of the word of God.  

You can have full confidence in the Bible. All thru the Old Testament and New 
Testament the Bible itself claims to be the inspired word of God. There are many who attack 
the Bible today. You do well to listen to the Bible, to read the Bible and study the Bible and 
memorize Bible verses and passages. The Bible is indeed the word of God. You can bank on it 
life and history and prophecy will turn out exactly as God says. Thus if your life is bound up 
withy God and His eternal plan you are living wisely. The prerequisite for the blessing of God is 
living in fellowship with and obedience to God. 


Thus God asks in verse six whether or not what He prophesied thru Isaiah & Jeremiah 
happened as He said it would. The people answer that the prophesies were fulfilled exactly as 
God said. You and I can be sure God’s word is going to be fulfilled.


Concluding Application: Only a life bound up with God and His eternal plan makes sense. 
God’s word will surely come to pass. It is after all the very word of God. Being right with God 
brings blessing; turning to God enhances us. Hear the exhortation, “Return to Me and I will 
Return to You,” says the Lord of Hosts.


The Remnant who had returned physically to Jerusalem now needed to return spiritually. By so 
doing they were positioning themselves for the great blessing of rebuilding the Temple and the 
city and walls of Jerusalem awaiting the day for the coming of Messiah. The Visions and 
Prophecies will encourage them in this great life and work.


We our lives too can be blessed in turning to God.  And we can position ourselves to be 
blessed by the visions and prophecies of Zechariah that will take us to the Coming of Christ to 
be the Savior of the world and then will focus on His Second Coming. We may be moving very 
close to the end time events to which Zechariah will point us.  We too can be helped by these 
visions as we draw near to God and prepare for Messiah’s return.


One of my first years at Dallas Seminary I went to hear a well known and much loved minister 
preach on the story of Jacob, named Stewart Briscoe. He told of a time when he was a young 
man in the early stages of being an adult. He was a Christian and not living for our Lord. And 
was in a terrible car accident and not expected to live. Doctor estimated only a matter of 
weeks to live.

	 At that time of struggle a letter came from his missionary Father in Africa. Back then 
there was no email and letters from a foreign country could take weeks or months to arrive. 
This letter written long before the accident just as young Stewart was facing likely dying from 
his accident. The letter was so brief, just to exhort his young son to live for Christ. It contained 
these words, Son, “Only one life, will soon be past; only what’s done for Christ will last.”


Oh how those words gripped him. One life, soon past…he was facing his life soon to be over. 
Only what’s done for Christ to last.


Stewart described how that accident and letter moved and motivated him. One life, soon 
past…. He told God right then that if God let him live, his life was going to be totally lived for 
God … and it was.  Stewart’s life was then blessed of God and he became so much a blessing. 
He learned as many of us can learn from opening verses of Zechariah that Only a life bound up 
with God and His eternal plan makes sense.  And our lives lived right with God thru Jesus will 
be blessed. And that life lived right with God can be blessed thru the visions and prophecies of 
Zechariah. 

Next time together we look at the first two visions in the rest of chapter one.




FOR FURTHER STUDY: Bible study groups.


Compare Zechariah and Haggai:


Hints:


*They both ministered to the remnant at the time of their return in 5:20 B. C. 


*One is old, the other is young. See Zechariah 2:4.


*One is an exhorter to get right with God and do the work of God rebuilding the Temple and the 
walls of the city. The other is an encourager to keep going because God is in it and is going to 
do great things.


Who were the great leaders at this time who would help the remnant do the rebuilding? Hint: 
you will find them in the books of Ezra and Nehemiah!


Discussion Question: What do you need to do to prepare for the blessing of God as you do 
the work of God in your life and in the life of your church?


